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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Notice of Allowability in response to the Amendment 
received on 15 March 2006. Claims 10, 11, 33 and 50-81 have been cancelled. 
Claims 18, 34, 49, 91, 94 and 95 have been amended. Claims 1-9. 12-32, 34-49 and 
82-106 remain pending in this application. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. Claims 1-9, 12-32, 34-49 ond 82-106 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claim 1, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails to 
teach selecting two or more days of the week using a first region of a first screen 
of the touch screen user interface and individually changing the at least one 
schedule parameter for one or more periods during the selected days using a 
second region of the first screen of the touch screen user interface. 

As per claim 18, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails to 
teach selecting two or more days of the week using the menu-driven user interface 
of the HVAC thermostat to modify the schedule; changing the at least one 
schedule parameter for one or more periods during the selected days, resulting in 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,201 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2121 

a modified schedule and operating the HVAC thermostat in accordance with the 
modified schedule. 

As per claim 34, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails 
to teach the editing mode allows the user to use the user interface of the 
programmable controller to concurrently select two or more days of the week to 
modify the schedule, and to edit the schedule parameters for the selected days. 

As per claim 49, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails 
to teach the editing mode allows the user to use the user interface of the 
programmable controller to concurrently select one or more periods of the 
schedule for two or more selected days of the week, and to edit the schedule 
parameters for the selected periods and days. 

As per claim 91, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails to 
teach selecting two or more days of the week using one or more of the keys and 
changing the at least one schedule parameter for one or more periods during the 
selected days using one or more of the keys. 

As per claim 94, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails 
to teach selecting two or more days of the week; displaying a day selection 
indicator spaced from and adjacent to each of the day indicators that correspond 
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to the selected days of the week; and changing the at least one schedule 
paranteter for one or more periods of the selected days of the week. 

As per claim 97, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails 
to teach selecting two or more days of the week; displaying two or more day 
selection indicators for indicating which of the days of the week have been 
selected; and during the changing step, displaying the changed at least one 
schedule parameter and the day selection indicators on the display. 

As per claim 104, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails 
to teach providing a visual indication on the display that indicates to a user of the 
controller that more than one day of the week may be selected; selecting two or 
more days of the week; and changing the at least one schedule parameter for one 
or more periods during the selected days of the week. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to programming HVAC controllers via user interfaces in general: 

USPN 7.028.912 Bl to Rosen 

USPN 5,289,362 to Liebl et al. 

USPN 4,730,941 to Levine et al. 

USPN 4,621,336 to Brown 

US Pub. No. 2006/0027671 Al to Shah 

US Pub. No. 2006/0004492 Al to Terlson et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes whose telephone number is 
571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reoched on Monday-Friday alternate 
Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 571.272.3687. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) dt 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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